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Licensing Act 2003 – Notice of Decision 

Southbourne Sports Club  8 Dean's Road Bournemouth  BH5 2DA 

The Licensing Board sat on 15 April 2021 to consider the application for a premises licence in respect of 
Southbourne Sports Club, 8 Dean's Road, Bournemouth, BH5 2DA. I can confirm that Bournemouth 
Borough Council has reached the following decision: 

Decision 

That the application for a new premises licence for the premises known as Southbourne Snooker Bar, 8 
Deans Road, Southbourne, Bournemouth, BH5 2DA, for the provision of Indoor Sporting Events on 
Monday to Sunday from 10:00 to 00:00hrs, and for the sale of alcohol on the premises on Monday to 
Sunday from 10:00 to 00:00hrs* (terminal hours as amended below) be GRANTED, subject to the 
conditions offered by the applicant to promote the licensing objectives as detailed in Section 18 of the 
application form, and the following additional conditions: 

Additional conditions agreed with the applicant by Dorset Police:  

      *The terminal hour for the sale of alcohol on Monday to Saturday will be 23:30hrs and on 

Sunday 22:30hrs. 

      If it is intended to show any major sporting event on a television within the premises (other than 

Snooker or Pool tournaments, golf, motor racing events, athletics competitions or tennis or cricket 
matches), or to hold any function, the Premises will conduct a written risk assessment to 
determine whether it is appropriate to deploy door supervisors for a period of time before the 
event is scheduled to start, during the event and for a period of time after the event is scheduled 
to end and will deploy door supervisors in accordance with the outcome of the risk assessment. 
Such risk assessments will also be conducted at the request of the police in respect of any other 
event scheduled to take place at the premises. Copies of all risk assessments shall be retained 
on the premises for a minimum period of 6 months and shall be made available for inspection by 
police and other authorised officers on request. 

 Additional conditions offered by the applicant in response to representations received: 

 At least 75% of the floor space shall be taken up by 3 snooker tables at all times. This limits the 
numbers of customers who can be on the premises at any one time. 

 Any provision of poker will be restricted to ‘low level’ as defined by the Gambling Commission 
guidance. 

 A double door policy so that one inner door is closed when the outer door is open will be 
retained to limit noise emanating from the entrance.  

 A contact Mobile Phone number for the person in charge of the premises shall be provided to 
the residents of Deans Road and Parkwood Road for the purposes of reporting concerns or 
complaints. 
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 No more than 4 persons at any one time will be permitted outside the premises for smoking. This 
area will be monitored by staff when in use. 

In addition, at the hearing the applicant’s representative confirmed a typographical error in the 
application form: where the date of 2 January is referred to as part of the non-standard timings, this 
should read 1 January. 

Reasons for the Decision 

The Sub Committee gave detailed consideration to all of the information which had been submitted 
before the hearing and contained in the report for Agenda Item 5 and the Supplement, in particular the 
eight written representations made by ‘other persons’ living in the locality, along with the verbal 
submissions made at the hearing by the Licensing Manager, the applicant’s representative and the 
applicant and the Ward Councillor representing himself and one ‘other person’. The Sub Committee also 
considered the responses given to questions asked at the hearing. 

While the Sub Committee acknowledged the concerns expressed in each of the representations, 
including those around the potential increase in noise, disturbance and anti-social behaviour, these 
concerns appeared to be based on a fear of what may happen should the licence be granted and 
although understandable, did not provide any substantial evidence of public nuisance or crime and 
disorder that could be taken into account when determining the application. The Sub Committee was 
mindful of the spirit of the Licensing Act 2003 and the case of Thwaites PLC v Wirral Borough 
Magistrates’ Court 2008. The Sub-Committee noted that there were no representations made by any of 
the Responsible Authorities, in particular Dorset Police and Environmental Health, who the Licensing 
Committee looked to as a key source of information regarding issues of crime and disorder and public 
nuisance in an area.  

Some issues raised such as parking problems and the playing of poker on the premises were outside of 
the scope of the licensing objectives. The Sub Committee was grateful to the applicant’s representative 
for his clarification on the operation of ‘low level’ poker in accordance with Gambling Commission 
requirements.  

The Sub Committee noted that the premises was used primarily for the playing of snooker and had a 
maximum capacity of 45 customers. It had operated for many years with a Club Premises Certificate with 
no previous issues reported. The applicant’s representative had explained that switching to a Premises 
Licence would enable the premises to respond to changing customer demands to allow for more 
occasional use rather than the commitment of a club membership fee. A premises licence also provided 
greater controls to promote the licensing objectives by way of conditions attached to the licence.  

In addition to the conditions included in Section 18 of the application form, the Sub Committee 
considered that the additional conditions agreed with Dorset Police and the additional conditions offered 
by the applicant in response to the written representations would mitigate the concerns raised by local 
residents, particularly those in relation to control and monitoring of the external area of the premises.  

The Sub Committee was satisfied that the premises should not undermine the licensing objectives if 
operated in accordance with the conditions offered by the applicant and agreed with Dorset Police.  It 
was noted that a review of the premises licence could be applied for at any time by the Responsible 
Authorities or any other person should any problems associated with the licensing objectives in relation 
to the premises occur once the licence was granted. 

Right of Appeal 

You do have a right of appeal against this decision. Any appeal must be commenced by way of 
complaint laid by the appellant to the Designated Officer, Dorset Magistrates’ Court, Deansleigh Road, 
Bournemouth, BH7 7DS within the period of 21 days beginning with the date of this Notice. 

cc. Any Persons making a relevant representation 

 


